CRUCIFIXION
dissecting rooms, and recovering life, are on record. In graveyards and vaults that have been reopened for the removal of the dead elsewhere, it has been evident that some of the buried were not dead when put in their coffins. Corpses have been found with their fingers gnawed off in the agony of hunger when they did recover consciousness in their coffins. Such cases are, perhaps, more rare now when medical science is so far advanced, but a hundred or more years ago, and before that, they were common enough.1 It is neurotic temperaments that are affected in this way, and Jesus was neurotic. No miracle occurred, only what might have been expected to occur, what was bound to occur under the circumstances.
That was on the Friday morning. On the first day of the week he recovered consciousness. Then the eye-witness continues:
" The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.
" Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him.
" Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre.
" So they ran both together; and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre.
1 See Appendix II.